
1 
 

 
 

December 14, 2008. The air was filled with the 

spirit of the season. People everywhere were 

occupied with the preparations to celebrate 

Christmas in 2008. Meanwhile, at 1718 Bayside 

Street, members of the Philippine Community 

Center, Inc. has gathered to celebrate the newly 

elected leaders. PCCI is all about service and 

giving of oneôs time, talent and treasure to the 

community. It was by design that this Induction 

Ceremony was scheduled at this time of the year. 

The members of the corporation were able to 

witness their elected officers pledge the gift of 

service to PCCI. 

The celebration unfolded with the singing of the 

National Anthems: Star Spangled Banner and 

Lupang Hinirang. Members and guests were 

welcomed by Maryluz Farris, incoming VP of 

Community Relations. The officers were 

summoned for their oath taking; one by one they 

were presented to the community. All, with the 

exception of Monalisa Matta, have had their share 

of service to PCCI through the years. Although 

this is Monaôs first time to serve as an officer, she 

had been an avid supporter of PCCIôs programs. 

PCCIôs 2009 Executive Officers and Board of 

Directors, led by President, Zayda Yadao were 

inducted into office by Dr. Ben Gatmaitan. Each 

one, aware of the task before them, solemnly 

pledged support, fellowship and service to the 

community. Highlighting this portion of the 

program was the recognition of Becky Johnson 

and Fe Abutin for their outstanding service to our 

organization. Gal Jumao-as provided an insight on 

the beginnings of Mrs. Philippines of North Texas 

Fund Raiser. This major fund raising event is the 

anchor of PCCI activities. This enabled PCCI to 

grow beyond the dreams of the founding officers 

some twenty years ago. Numerous programs and 

activities were supported by Lead Fundraisers from 

MPNTX and the PCCI building also manifests the 

success of PCCI as an organization. Indeed, é 
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Vital to the financial stability of PCCI is its fund-

raising campaigns. The Mrs. Philippines of North 

Texas, a biennial fund raising event 

has been the major source of 

money used to maintain not only 

the PCCI building but more 

importantly most of the 

organization's charitable services 

to the community and annual 

programs such as the Academic 

Achievement Awards for 

deserving High School 

graduates, Medical Outreach 

for those without health 

insurance and the 

Philippine Medical 

Mission benefiting 

indigent 

families back 

home. 
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Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 560572 

Dallas, TX 75356-0572 

www.dfwpcci.com 
 

The Philippine 

Community Center, 

Inc. is a 501(c)(3) 

non-profit organization 

since 1990. 

Tax ID: 75-2331871 
 

 

Mission Statement 

Putting Filipino first. 

PCCI is committed 

to provide charity and 

services to its 

beneficiaries; 

thus enabling them 

the opportunity 

to maximize 

their potentials 

as members of the 

Filipino-American 

community in 

the Dallas/Fort Worth 
Metroplex. 
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PCCI had a very successful first Medical Mission 

to the Philippines. This humanitarian outreach 

benefited indigent families in the poorest 

baranggays in San Pablo, Laguna and Cebu City. 

It was held, respectively, on the 24
th
 and 31

st
 of 

January 2009. The combined number of health 

care recipients from both venues were more than a 

thousand. The long lines that never seemed to end 

at the mission sites did not deter more people from 

coming. They waited patiently for their turn. Free 

medical consultations, dental check-ups and even 

tooth extractions were among the services 

rendered. Medicines and nutritional supplements 

were also provided. 

The tremendous outpour of kindness and caring 

for our kababayans drew the attention of the local 

media. TV and radio reporters gave coverage of 

our very fi rst venture. Needless to say the news did 

spread out, and there is no denying that our gesture 

made an impact. Our heartfelt thanks to the 

volunteer doctors, nurses, dentists and everyone 

else who assisted in the mission.hard work and 

compassion is greatly appreciated. You all truly 

did an extraordinary job! 

Also noteworthy of our gratitude is Becky 

Johnson, PCCI VP Community Service, who 

organized the event in Cebu City. Daghang salamat! 

Our medical mission in Laguna  was also made 

possible with the help of Best Buy Texas and other 

co-sponsors namely the Hunters International, a 

non-profit organization duly certified by the 

Security Exchange Commission (Philippines), and 

the Laguna College High School Class of ô55. It 

was hearrtwarming to have worked closely with 

my batchmates. 

With the support of from our donors and co-

sponsors we are resolved to keep this mission 

going until we can. 

-- Zayda Yadao, President 

Ang Araw ng mga Puso sa Pilipinas ay 

kasingkahulugan ng mga mapupulang 

rosas (na mas mataas ang presyo kaysa 

sa pangkaraniwang araw), mapupulang 

kasuutan (laluna para sa mga taong 

naghahanap ng kasuyo), mga siksikang 

sinehan, kainan, at pampublikong parke. 

Ang mga kuwento sa mga babasahin, mga 

awiting pinahihimpawid sa radyo at ang 

mga palabas sa telebisyon ay halos lahat 

ay ukol sa pag-ibig. 

Tatak na ng mga Pilipino ang pagiging 

romantiko. Ito ay makikita at 

mararamdaman mo tuwing Araw ng mga 

Puso. Ang mga magsing-irog ay malalambing 

sa isaôt-isa, magkahawak-kamay na 

namamasyal sa mga parke, plasa o kahit 

saang lugar na mapipili nilang tagpuan. 

Ang mga tindahan ng bulaklak ay 

palaging puno ng mga namimili, 

karamihan ay mga binata. Malimit mga rosas, 

tulips, o iba pang mga uri ng bulaklak ang 

kanilang binibili kahit sagad ang presyo 

dahil sa mga mangilang mapagsamantalang 

negosyante. 

Higit sa lahat, ang kahanga-hangang gawi 

ng ating mga kababayan sa  Araw ng mga 

Puso  ay ang katotohanan na kahit nasa 

krisis pa man ang ekonomiya, kahit 

tumataas ang halaga ng mga pangunahing 

pangangailangan at kahit patuloy ang walang 

katapusang digmaan sa Mindanaw, ang mga 

Pinoy ay palaging humahanap ng panahon at 

paraan upang makapagbigay ng bulaklak o 

kahit anong matamis na bagay para sa 

kanyang mga minamahal na kapamilya, 

katrabaho, kaklase at mga kaibigan. 

Iyan ang walang katulad na pagdiriwang 

ng Araw ng Puso, estilong Pinoy. 

-- Maria Reolada, VP Fund Development 
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PCCI Calendar of Events: 
 

February 
Ms. Teen Philippines 
Princess of Hearts 

 

March 
Official Presentation of 

MPNTX Lead Fundraisers 
 

April 
Spring Round-Up 
Ballroom Dancing 

 

May 
Mutya ng Pilipinas 

of North Texas, 
Academic Achievement 

Awards 
 

 

 

PCCI Programs/Services: 
 

Academic 
Achievement Awards, 

 

Medical Outreach /  
Health Fair, 

 

Medical Mission 
to the Philippines, 

 

Mrs. Philippines 
of North Texas, 

 

Computer Classes 
 

 

 

Greetings to all those 

who are celebrating 

special occasions. 

MMaalliiggaayyaanngg  ppaaggbbaattii!!  
 

 

In times of sickness, 
sufferings and grief, our 

prayers are for you 

PPaaggppaallaaiinn  nnaawwaa  
kkaayyoo  nngg  PPaannggiinnoooonn..  

 

ά.ŀǘŎƘ aŀǘŜǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ wŜŦǳǎŜŘ ¢ƻ wŜǘƛǊŜέ ŀǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ 
by Nani Cortez of Seven Lakes Press Corp 
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Special mention to the 
following: 

 

Mrs. Philippines 
of North Texas 2007 

Lead Fund-raisers: 
 

Hazel Avila 
Mrs. Philippines 

 

Doris Bell 
Mrs. Luzon 

 

Joy Davis 
Mrs. Visayas 

 

Adelina Zuccaro 
Mrs. Mindanao 

 

Mila Sesbino Gamboa 
Mrs. Manila 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  

 

Little Princess 
Philippines 

of North Texas 2007 
 

Felicity Paige Rojas 
Little Princess Philippines 

 

Francesca Zoe 
Arroyo-Nelle 

Little Princess Luzon 
 

Jasmine Natalia Moreno 
Little Princess Visayas 

 

Raylin Cunanan 
Little Princess Mindanao 

 

Andrea Lynne Christian 
Little Princess Manila 

 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

 Ψaǳǘȅŀ ƴƎ tƛƭƛǇƛƴŀǎΩ 
of North Texas 2007 

 

Grace Evangelista 
Mutya ng Pilipinas 2007 

 

Karina Cava 
Jennifer Acogido 
Marl Muyargas 

Jacqueline Del Monte 
Runners-up 

Mrs. Philippines, North Texas 
 

Linda Reyes, Nichole Maddox, Maria 
Cedro Cruz, *Florence Graunke, 

*Lakambini Madrigal & *Lynn Wells 
 

*not in the photograph 

Mutya ng Pilipinas, North Texas 
Nanette Salvacruz, Vela Cordero, 

Carmen Panares, *Maria Thompson 

& *Anna Tippin 
 

*not in the photograph 

PCCI with the community leaders 

Special thanks to Santa Claus: Angel Cordero 


